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Brownsville Trail Network 
Brownsville Road Pull-off Parking Area Expansion  
and Network Connectivity 
 

Overview 
The need for a trailhead associated with the Brownsville Trail Network was identified as an allowable 

stewardship activity in the interim stewardship plan for the parcel pending Department of Forests, Parks 

and Recreation (FPR) District 4 Stewardship Team and Stowe Land Trust approvals. Currently there are 

several locations where trail users park, none provide direct access to the network. As a phase 1 project 

identified in the draft Corridor Management Plan FPR is developing with the Stowe Trail Partnership we 

are proposing improving and expanding a roadside pull-off area. The current pull-off parking area can 

provide parking for 2-3 vehicles, the proposed expansion would allow parking for 7-10 vehicles and will 

provide direct connectivity to the Brownsville Trail Network. This location would serve as a three-season 

resource and would not be accessible by vehicle once snow begins to accumulate on the unplowed 

section of Brownsville Road. This parking area would allow FPR to identify a location where a trailhead 

kiosk will be installed, and we believe it will help keep excessive vehicles from accumulating at the 

junction of Brownsville and McCall Pasture Roads. To connect the proposed trailhead directly to the trail 

network we would need to install 400’ of new woods trail and 1,000’ of mowed trail through the 

meadow.  

Pull-off Parking Area Specs 
The pull-off parking area will require site work to be performed. Three mature maple trees and 

approximately 8 saplings will need to be cut, removed and stumps will need to be dug out. Due to the 

size stump of the mature maple trees a mid-size excavator will be required. The boulders currently used 

to define the pull-off parking area will be relocated to mark the new boundary area, an area roughly 

20’x60’. Several more boulders will be added to clearly define the boundary of the parking are. The new 

parking area will be graded, and the underlying soils will be compacted with the tracks and bucket of the 

excavator. If the soils are stable approximately 6” of ¾”-minus gravel will applied and compacted. If 

there is concern about soil stability filter fabric will be applied to support the base of gravel. The total 

estimated volume of gravel required is 25 cubic yards.  

A trailhead kiosk and parcel identification sign will be installed where the proposed new trail joins the 

parking area. 

Trail Specs 
The woods trail would be installed with hand tools and would have short sections of minor bench cut to 

create a tread with a slight cross-slope for surficial shed of water. There are no mature trees that would 

need to be removed. The trail tread will be 24” wide, de-vegetated and void of forest duff. Blue blazing 

will be installed to mark the corridor. Blazing will be 2”x6” and spaced in such a way that the minimum 

number of blazes required to navigate the corridor are installed. The trail through the field will be 

mowed periodically throughout the course of the summer season. 
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