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H I S T O R I C S I T E S & S T R U C T U R E S S U R V E Y 
D i s t r i c t • C o m p l e x • S u r v e y F o r m 

C O M P L E X I N F O R M A T I O N O N L Y 

C O U N T Y : Lamoille 
Stan M a r c Wright Art School T O W N : Stowe Stan M a r c Wright Art School 

L O C A T I O N : Corner of Randolph Road (TH 2) 

and M o s s Glen Falls Road (TH 16) 

P R E S E N T F O R M A L N A M E : 

Stanley Marc and Carolyn S. Wright Prore 
L O C A T I O N : Corner of Randolph Road (TH 2) 

and M o s s Glen Falls Road (TH 16) 
O R I G I N A L F O R M A L N A M E : 

unknown N A M E O P D I S T R I C T : 

O R I G I N A L F O R M A L N A M E : 

unknown N A M E O P D I S T R I C T : 
T Y P E O F C O M P L E X : school f s m d i n v r l 

T Y P E O F D I S T R I C T : T Y P E S O F S T R U C T U R E S : school, black-

smith s h o p , b a r n , chicken h o u s e . s h e d s , 1 
P H Y S I C A L C O N D I T I O N O F S T R U C T U R E S : 

E x c e l l e n t % G o o d 100 % 

F a i r % P o o r % 

P R E S E N T U S E : art school P H Y S I C A L C O N D I T I O N O F S T R U C T U R E S : 

E x c e l l e n t % G o o d 100 % 

F a i r % P o o r % 

O R I G I N A L U S E ^ r h n n l , hi aoloanW rh clop 
P H Y S I C A L C O N D I T I O N O F S T R U C T U R E S : 

E x c e l l e n t % G o o d 100 % 

F a i r % P o o r % A R C H I T E C T / E N G I N E E R : 
unknown L E V E L O P S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

L o c a l • S t a t e • N a t i o n a l • 

A R C H I T E C T / E N G I N E E R : 
unknown L E V E L O P S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

L o c a l • S t a t e • N a t i o n a l • B U I L D E R / C O N T R A C T O R : 
unknown T H E M E S : 

B U I L D E R / C O N T R A C T O R : 
unknown T H E M E S : 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y T O P U B L I C : 

Y e s • N o • R e s t r i c t e d • 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

The Stan M a r c Wright Summer School of Art is a unique complex in Stowe and is most 

significant due to the Brownsville School and Blacksmith shop which are located 

in the p r o p e r t y . M r . Wright came to the area approximately 40 years a g o . W r i g h t 

claims that the blacksmith shop and his h o u s e , formerly a hops drying h o u s e , date 

back into the nineteenth c e n t u r y . W r i g h t claims Theodore Matowski was the last 

blacksmith to work the forge, ceasing operation in the 1940's. Beer's Map of 185E 

lists the property as owned by F . J . B . w h i c h is possibly F . J . Benson who is also 

listed on the map directly w e s t at the intersection of w h a t is today Randolph R d . 

and VT HWY 100N. Child's Business Directory states that Frank J. Benson owned a 

dairy w i t h 20 c o w s , a sugar orchard of 800 trees and was a farmer with 200 acres 

of farmland. In 1954, Wright bought and moved the Brownsville schoolhouse approx-

imately 1 m i l e northwest from its original site on M o s s Glen Falls R o a d . The 

Brownsville School is listed on both W a l l i n g ' s 1859 and Beer's 1878 M a p s . Accord-

ing to Stowe h i s t o r y , in 1954 the one-room schools in Stowe were closed and the 

elementary school students w e r e transferred to a new wing of the village school 

(now the Helen Day Art C e n t e r ) . W r i g h t states that the Brownsville School w a s 

skidded down by caterpillar tractor to its new s i t e . The top of the chimney w a s 

removed to prevent damage to the building during transit and the structure w a s 

placed on a new foundation. Wright claims the schoolhouse has 3 w a l l s , floors and 

ceilings which add to thestability of the s t r u c t u r e . The owner has a wooden cover 

diary of school meetings of the Brownsville S c h o o l , District #13 from N o v . 3, 1835 

to M a r c h 31, 1868. The only other preserved one-room schoolhouse in Stowe is the 

Bloody Brook District N o . 11 School w h i c h w a s moved in 1909 to its present loca-

tion by the Village S c h o o l , District #6 (now the Helen Day Art Center) to accom-

m o d a t e a growing enrollment of village s t u d e n t s . The Bloody Brook School is now 

a one-room schoolhouse m u s e u m . The b u i l d i n g s on the Stan Marc Wright property 

have been used for the past 40 years for the W r i g h t School of Art and as Art 

T H R E A T T O S T R U C T U R E S : 
N o T h r e a t • Z o n i n g • R o a d s • 
D e v e l o p m e n t • D e t e r i o r a t i o n • 
A l t e r a t i o n • O t h e r : 

L O C A L A T T I T U D E S : 

P o s i t i v e • N e g a t i v e • 

M i x e d • O t h e r : 
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B O U N D A R Y D E S C R I P T I O N : 
The boundary for the Stan Marc Wright Art School is coextensive with the 
property owned by Stanley Marc and Carolyn S. Wright, comprising seven 
acres more or less. 

R E F E R E N C E S : interview: Stan Wright, owner, Stowe, VT, July 1988 

Maps: Walling's (1859), Beer's (1878) 

^ b l b g a ^ e : t e e r a n d ( 1 8 8 3 ' 8 4 ) T 
Elizabeth Pritchett VDHP 

DATE RECORDED: 
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O U T S T A N D I N G C O M P O N E N T S O F D I S T R I C T • C O M P L E X Q 
( I n c l u d e i n d i v i d u a l survey, n u m b e r O N L Y if s u r v e y e d i n d i v i d u a l l y . ) 
- w r m ' 11 " 1 I l k t l W I ' l W l I ' f > IM .'' 1 1 Q * ) g I M I I I I I M . U I 1 U l l I H I l l ' l l . ' ' , . 1 1 

M A P N U M B E R : 1 [date b u i l t : c. 1835 isukvkï n u m b e r t 
N E G A T I V E F I L E N U T B I R : ^ , ^ ^ ^ F U N C T I O N A L T Y P E : school 

C O M M O N N A M E :"'Brownsville School O W N E R : s t a n i g y M a r c - a nri Carolyn S m 
H I S T O R I C C O N T E X T S : Wright. 
D E S C R I P T I O N : A vernacular, gable front, 1-story, 1x2 bay, approximately 

'x22' one-room schoolhouse with clapboard sheathing, concrete block foundation, 
asphalt shingle roof. Corner board trim, raking eaves,kneewall. 9/6 windows 
are old, plain wood surround trim. Interior gable end brick chimney has beenj 
rebuilt. Square cut nails in exterior sheathing visible. Gable front shed 
roofed door hood has new shutter side enclosures. Belfrey near front of roof 
ridge features a gable roof, clapboard sheathed base; bell according to owner 
came from an old school in Morrisville. Entrance door consists of wide ver-
tical boards with horizontal boards of inside. Interior is intact, featuring 
a wood stove with Gothic castings. Owner claims this is from the school-

M A P N U M B E R : 2 " p A T E B U I L T : c .1870" S U R V E Y N U M B E R : 
N E G A T I V E F I L E N U M B E R 

=£á. 
F U N C T I O N A L T Y P E : Forge/museum • 85-4-487(5,14) 

OWNER:Stanley Marc and Carolyn S. Wr C O M M O N NAME:g-, a r k R m 1 t. f í s h n p 

H I S T O R I C C O N T E X T S : 
DESCRIPTION: A~ 1-story, gable roofed, approximately 20'x30' structure with 
1-story additions on 3 sides which were built in the twentieth century prior 
to 1940 according to the owner. West gable end has a gable roofed garage 
extension. Shed appendages are on the south and east sides with entrance 
through a south side pass door. Some clapboard sheathing remains; board and 
batten siding added c.40 years ago according to owner. Concrete foundation, 
sheet metal roof, corner board trim. Assorted multi-light windows with plain 
wood surrounds. Main block has an old interior end brick chimney, south side 
ell has a massive cobblestone interior chimney. Main block interior reveals 
an intact forge with large leather bellows. Large approximately lO'xlO' sky-

M A P N U M B E R : 3 p A T E B U I L T : c . l S W s u r v e y n u m b e r : 0808-"^ 

N E G A T I V E F I L E N U M B E R : 85-A-487 (6 , 7) F U N C T I O N A L T Y P E : shed 
O W N E R : S t a n i p y M a r r pnd C a r o l y n S C O M M O N N A M E : W Q o d shed Wr 

H I S T O R I C C O N T E X T S : 

D E S C R I P T I O N : - A vernacular, 1-story, gable roofed, approximately 18'x22', 
2x3 bay structure with dimensional lumber frame, vertical board siding, 

sheet metal roofrbuilt over former roof. Structure is built into a bank in 
the northeast corner. Two-west gable front vertical board hinged doors. 
Pegged, post and beam door frame under left entrance possibly indicates an 
earlier nineteenth century construction date for the north side of the shed 
with the south side having been added later. Three open bays on south eave-
side is supported by posts to preserve the aging structure. 

M A P N U M B E R : 4 |DATE B U I L T : c.18~70" S U R V E Y N U M B E R : Q8Q8-64 
N E G A T I V E F I L E N U M B E R : 85-A-487 f 1 01 f u n c t i o n a l T Y P E : fíank 

C O M M O N N A M E : OWNER:s tan lpy Marr and Carni 3m S J i t 
H I S T O R I C C O N T E X T S : T V F ? T T P TT ON •' 
U L o t R i r L iujn : qvo lJg-story, gable roofed- vernacular, balloon framed, approx 
imately 25'x28' barns attached end to end. Right barn may be slightly older. 
Clapboard sheathing, sheet metal roof, stone foundation. Corner board trim, 
raking eaves. Both barns have a north eavesfront central bay entrance-left 
barn has a hinged vertical board double leaf door, right barn has an exterior 
track sliding vertical board door. Shed roofed east gable end 1-story later 
addition with hay door. Rear projection with open slat sides raised above 
basement level appears to be a former corn crib. West gable end basement leve! 
pass door. Left barn has a large skylight window on the north side. Used as 



O U T S T A N D I N G C O M P O N E N T S O F D I S T R I C T • C O M P L E X j§| 
(Include i n d i v i d u a l s u r v e y n u m b e r O N L Y if s u r v e y e a I n d i v i d u a l l y . ) 
M A P N U M B E R : 5 P A T E B U I L T : c . 1 9 2 0 ISURVEY N U M B E R : Q8Q8-64 
F U N C T I O N A L T Y P E : hen house- |NEGATIVE F I L E N U M B E R : fin;_A A Q 7 , 1 1 A 

C O M M O N N A M E : B i m V h m i C f 3 |OWNER: S ( . n n M a „ 
H I S T O R I C C O N T E X T S : 

8'x7' structure with clapboard sheathing, rolled roofing, corner board trim 
Hinged vertical board entrance door, west eavesfront left. Fixed single and 
paired 12-light sash, plain wood surrounds converted into a bunkhouse. 

M A P N U M B E R : 
F U N C T I O N A L T Y P E : hen house 

p A T E B U I L T : 0.1920" SURVEY NUM&EFT: 0808-64 
NEGATIVE~fîlë n u m b e r : 85-A-48711 11 
ô w n ë r : Stanley Marc ariH Ca-roi 3m S Ur C O M M O N N A M E : R nnk h n „ S P 

H I S T O R I C C O N T E X T S : 

D E S C R I P T I O N : A 1-story, vernacular, shed roofed, 5x1 bay, approximately 
25'x8' structure with clapboard sheathing, rolled roofing, corner board trim 
Similar fenestration, pass door to Map #5 henhouse, directly left. Converte 
into a bunkhouse. 

M A P N U M B E R : 7 p A T E B U I L T : c.1880 
F U N C T I O N A L T Y P E ; house 

SURVEY NUMBER: 0808-64 
INEGAT ÏVË PILE NUMBER: 

C O M M O N NAME: Wright- hnngp OWNER: 
8 5 - A - 4 8 7 Q 2 . 

Stanley Marc Wright and Carol-' 
H I S T O R I C C O N T E X T S : 

D E S C R I P T I O N : A ver n a c u l a r , 1 % - s t o r y , gable roofed, irregular bay, approx-
imately 20'x32' structure with 1-story, shed roofed east gable end ell and 
rear 2-story, gable roofed ell. Owner claims structure was originally a 
1-story, flat roofed hop-drying house and was made into a 1^-story, gable 
roofed dwelling when a French blacksmith came down from Canada to the 
Brownsville area of Stowe. It appears by the architectural details that the 
hops house was converted into a dwelling c.1880. Due to alterations, it is 
difficult to date the house back farther than c.1880. The gable end shed 
appendage, rear ell, full eavesfront shed dormer, and 1-story eavesfront 

M A P N U M B E R : 
F U N C T I O N A L T Y P E : 

p A T E B U I L T T 

C O M M O N N A M E : 
H I S T O R I C C O N T E X T : 
'description: 

SURVEY NUMBER: 
NEGATIVE FÍLE NUMBER: 
O W N E R : 

ight 

3) 
n S. Wright 



Survey #: 0808-64 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE cont.: 

Studios for M r . Wright. The Blacksmith shop and Brownsville Schoolhouse hold 

much interest to Vermonters and out-of-town visitors. The buildings' interiors 

display many relics of the past. 

MAP N O . 1, DESCRIPTION cont.: 

house. Vertical match-board wainscoting with horizontal matchboard panelling 

above chairrailjnarrow hardwood flooring, board ceiling with trapdoor, 1 old 

blackboard, built in board storage cabinets/cupboard flanking entry appear 

old, and several small tables. 

MAP N O . 2, DESCRIPTION cont.: 

light on the north side lights up main block interior used now for owner's 

studio and as a museum for the old forge. Although the exterior has been 

altered by the shed additions, the historical significance of the structure 

and the intact interior forge designate this structure as contributing. 

MAP N O . 4, DESCRIPTION cont.: 

an art studio for the summer school today. 

MAP N O . 7, DESCRIPTION cont.: 

entry porch are all Twentieth centruy additions. Clapboard, board and 
batten siding, field stone foundation, asphalt shingle roof. Corner board, 
raking eaves, clipped fascia trim. Interior reveals a tin ceiling in living 
room, matchstick ceiling in kitchen. Due to alterations, stucture has been 
designated as non-contributing. 
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