TOWN OF STOWE, VERMONT
MUNICIPAL CODE
Chapter 4
SPECIAL EVENTS

The Selectboard of the Town of Stowe hereby ordains:
Section 1 —Authority and Purpose

This ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted the Town under 24 V.S.A. 2291 and
the Town of Stowe Municipal Charter Section 203. Its purpose is to specify the terms and
conditions under which (i) certain Town-owned properties may be temporarily occupied for
private, public or semi-public events, and (ii) special events and activities may occur in Town
consistent with the protection, preservation and promotion of public health, safety and welfare.
This ordinance is a civil ordinance within the meaning of 24 V.S.A. Chapter 59.

Section 2 - Definitions
For the purpose of this ordinance, these terms shall have the following meanings:

Special Event: A non-reoccurring outdoor event, gathering, exhibition or activity of less
than seven (7) consecutive calendar days in duration for which money is received or donations of
value are required that: (i) proposes to use the public right-of-way and is reasonably expected to
result in material disruption of vehicular or pedestrian traffic (considering the day of the week,
time of day, and location of the event); or (ii) is reasonably anticipated to involve 300 or more
persons convened at a single point in time or over the course of a multi-hour period to participate
in, observe or support a circus, carnival, menagerie, play, concert, entertainment, or exhibition of
any kind including athletic events, races or tournaments.

Section 3 — Permit requirement
No Special Event may occur in the Town of Stowe without a permit obtained in advance
from the Selectboard issued pursuant to this Ordinance.

Section 4 - Approval Standards

1) Events on Private Property: Special events may occur on private property only if
such a use is in conformance with any applicable Town ordinances.

2 Events on Public Property: Special events may occur on public property only if
such a use is conformance with any applicable Town ordinances.

1



Events on the Mayo Farm shall be subject to the following conditions:

(a) Mayo Farm Events Fields (Fields A, B & C): No more than eight (8) Special
Events will be permitted in any one calendar year. The following Special
Events shall be excluded from the Events Fields eight event limit: events held
by the Stowe Parks & Recreation Department; tournaments hosted by a non-
profit athletic organization having an arrangement in effect with the Town to
rent and occupy the Mayo Events Fields for practices/games; Special Events
that utilize primarily the parking lot and the other elements of the Town
Property are used solely for staging or event registration. None of the eight (8)
special events shall occur on the Mayo Events Fields between March 15 and
Memorial Day Weekend.

Returning Special Events will be given priority for use of the fields, provided
the applicant submits a complete Special Events Permit Application by
January 15, all fees and costs payable to the Town attributable to the same
event previously approved have been paid in full, all other permit conditions
were satisfied as and when required, and if the Town property was left in
satisfactory condition. All new Special Events will be considered in the order
their complete applications are received.

(b) Polo Field (Field K): No more than three (3) Special Events may occur on the
Polo Field each calendar year. All of them must be recreational, ball field
style events. Tournaments hosted by a non-profit athletic organization having
an arrangement in effect with the Town to rent and occupy the Polo Field for
practices/games shall be excluded from the three event limit.

None of the three (3) Special Events shall be permitted on the Polo Fields
prior to Memorial Day Weekend or after Columbus Day Weekend.

Returning Special Events will be given priority for use of the Polo Fields,
provided the applicant submits a complete Special Events Permit Application
by January 15, all fees and costs payable to the Town attributable to the same
event previously approved have been paid in full, all other permit conditions
were satisfied as and when required, and if the Town property was left in
satisfactory condition. All new Special Events will be considered in the order
their complete applications are received.

3) Public Right-of-Ways: Public rights-of-way may be used for Special Events if the
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Selectboard determines, with the advice of the Chief of Police, that such event
will not unreasonably impact public health, safety or the traveling public.
Consideration shall be given to, but not be limited to, the amount of the public
right-of-way to be occupied and made unavailable to the traveling public and
whether an alternate route(s) is/are reasonably available. The applicant shall
obtain approval from the State of Vermont Agency of Transportation for any use
of the State’s right-of-way.

Section -5- Application

An application for a special event permit (which may be for a series of activities
undertaken by a single permittee) under the Ordinance must be filed with the Town Manager’s
Office at least thirty (30) days before the date set for the event and must be accompanied by a
$25.00 application fee. Any application not received at least thirty (30) days in advance may be
denied if the Town determines that there is not adequate time for satisfactory review. Each event
will require a separate permit.

Each application for a special event permit shall include:

(1)

()

3)

(4)

()
(6)

(7)

The name, address, email and telephone number of: the event organizer; contact
person if organizer will not be on-site the day of the event; event sponsor and
property owner.

The Site where the event is to occur (if more than one location, list all affected
areas/locations).

If the applicant does not own the site where the event is to occur, the name and
contact information of the site owner and the site owner’s written consent to
having the event occur on his/her/its property.

A site plan indicating the event location and its layout including entrances and
exits from public or private roadways, traffic flow patterns, and on-site and off-
site parking venues (with capacities), all state and local highways in the vicinity
of the site, and surrounding land uses.

The intended date(s) and all hours of operation on each date for the event;

The estimated aggregate and daily total number of persons expected to participate
in or attend the event including all staff, volunteers, attendees, etc.

If there will be amplified music at the event and if so, that the location of the
music is marked on the site plan.
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(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

A description of the event including a schedule, copies of marketing or
promotional materials, and a description of all promotional activities engaged in
or to be engaged in.

Details of all arrangements made to protect the public health, safety, welfare and
convenience during the event including, but not limited to, arrangements for
traffic control by completing a Special Event & Traffic Detail police coverage
form and emergency medical service by completing an Emergency Services form,
and all provisions for the comfort of the participants (i.e., portable bathrooms,
tents, etc.).

Provisions for food and beverage, if any.

Proposed signage for the event, both on-site and off-site directional signage, with
a map of locations for proposed directional signage.

Any application that has not previously been granted a special event permit by the
Town shall list three references with contact information from other communities
in which the applicant has hosted an event. One reference must be from the
site/land owner and one must be from a representative of the municipality in
which the event was held.

A current Certificate of Liability Insurance demonstrating $1million of general
liability insurance per occurrence, $2 million aggregate. If the event is held on
Town Property, the Certificate must name the Town of Stowe as an additional
insured.

Any additional information the applicant wishes to submit.

The Selectboard may approve, approve with conditions/modifications, or deny
each application upon consideration of the approval standards set forth in Section
6. Prior to submitting an application to the Selectboard for action, the Town
Manager shall cause the application to be reviewed by affected town departments
including but not limited to police, fire, and rescue. Applicants shall promptly
provide any additional information or details requested by Town officials and
make themselves reasonably available to meet with Town personnel; failure to
provide requested information or schedule a meeting with Town personnel within
forty-eight (48) hours of the Town’s request shall be deemed a withdrawal of the
application.



Section-6 -Approval Standards

Prior to the issuance of any permit under this article, the Selectboard shall determine that
the proposed event satisfies the following standards:

1)

)

(3)

(4)

()

(6)

(")

(8)

The proposed event and the site must each conform to the applicable town
ordinances .

The proposed event will not result in undue adverse traffic congestion and unsafe
conditions regarding the use of public roads, sidewalks and other public rights-of-
ways.

The proposed event will not present or create a threat to the safety of persons or
property because of fire, explosion or other hazard.

The proposed event will not create unhealthy conditions regarding water supply,
sewage disposal or solid waste disposal.

The proposed event will not unreasonably interfere with the use of neighboring
property by creating noise, dust, noxious odors, or by light pollution or other
activity which extends beyond the boundary of the event site.

The proposed event will not overburden the public infrastructure of the Town.
Special attention shall be given to the cumulative impacts of other activities which
may be occurring at the same time.

The proposed event and application have a history of complying with permit
conditions, and not disturbing the peace.

The proposed event will not have an adverse effect on public health, safety,
welfare and convenience of the inhabitants of Stowe.

Section -7- Approval Conditions

When issuing a permit under this Ordinance, the Selectboard may attach such reasonable
conditions as they may deem appropriate to mitigate or eliminate any impacts reviewable under
the approval standards. Such conditions may include but are not limited to:

1)
(2)

Establishing specific hours for the proposed event.

Establishing noise limits.



3)
(4)

()

(6)

()

(8)

©)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

Requiring the provision of traffic control personnel at no cost to the Town.

Requiring the provision of crowd control and medical personnel at no cost to the
Town.

Requiring the provision of firefighting equipment and personnel at no cost to the
Town.

Requiring the posting of security bonds or escrow accounts to ensure compliance
with applicable ordinances and permit conditions.

Requiring that trash and litter on public streets attributable to the proposed event
be collected and removed at no cost to the Town. Event organizers are encouraged
to “reduce, reuse and recycle.”

Restricting or prohibiting the consumption of alcoholic beverages in connection
with any regulated activity. A liquor license for a special event or festival shall not
be approved unless a Special Event Permit has already been approved for the
event.

Prohibiting the sale of admission or seating tickets in excess of the established
capacity of the event area.

Requiring public sanitation, food, water, and emergency medical facilities as
necessary.

Ensuring the event location is suitable to accommodate the number of people
anticipated to attend, including vehicles.

The event will not substantially impair the provision of fire and police protection
and medical and other essential public services.

If the event is to be held on Town property, applicant shall deliver to the Town at
least ten days in advance of the event a certificate of comprehensive general
liability insurance evidencing a minimum of $1 million of general liability
insurance coverage for applicant AND naming the Town as an additional insured.
Such insurance coverage shall be in force and effect through the entire duration of
the event beginning from the date of the initial set-up through 11:58 PM on the
date all of applicant’s property is removed from the site.



Section -8- Applicability of other laws and ordinances

Receipt of a Special Event permit shall not relieve the applicant/recipient of
responsibility to obtain approval under any other laws or ordinances applicable to the event.

Section-9- Violation

Any person that violates a provision of this civil ordinance or who violates any condition
of a Special Event permit issued hereunder shall be subject to civil penalty of up to $800 per day
for each day that such violation continues. Any law enforcement officer in the State is
designated as an Issuing Municipal Official with authority to issue and pursue before the Judicial
Bureau a municipal complaint in enforcement of this Ordinance.

Each violation of a permit condition shall be treated as a separate violation for purposes
of enforcement under this Ordinance. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a
separate violation.

Section -10 — Civil Penalty

An Issuing Municipal Officer is authorized to recover civil penalties in the following
amounts for each violation:

First offense $400
Second offence $500
Third offence $600
Fourth and all subsequent offenses $800

An Issuing Municipal Officer is authorized to recover a waiver fee, in lieu of a civil
penalty, in the following amount, from any person who declines to contest a municipal complaint
and pays the waiver fee:

First offense $200
Second offence $250
Third offence $300
Fourth and all subsequent offenses $400

Section -11- Other Relief

Notwithstanding the above, the Selectboard may institute a civil action in the name of the
Town to obtain injunctive or other appropriate relief, and to pursue any remedy authorized by
law.



Any permit issued under this Ordinance may be revoked by the Town Manager for just
cause, after notice of the permit holder and an opportunity is offered to the permit holder to
discuss the basis for revocation with the Town Manager. In the absence of the Town Manager,
the Police Chief may revoke a permit subject to the same considerations, and the Police Chief
may issue a notice of trespass.

Section -12-Severability

If any section of this ordinance is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid
such finding shall not invalidate any other part of this ordinance.

This ordinance shall become effective upon final passage by the Stowe Selectboard. If a petition
is filed under 24A V.S.A. 8 153-204 of the Stowe municipal charter, that statute shall govern the
rescission of this ordinance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this SPECIAL EVENT ORDINANCE is hereby approved and
adopted by Selectboard of the Town of Stowe, on this, the 25th day of September, 2017; to be
effective immediately; whereby a first reading of this Ordinance was held at a duly warned open
meeting of the Selectboard on September 11 2017, an advertisement for a public hearing to
consider this Ordinance was published in the Stowe Reporter on September 14, 2017 and a
second reading and Public Hearing was held at a duly warned open meeting of the Selectboard
on September 25, 2017, as prescribed in Section 204 of the Stowe Town Charter.

ATTEST: Stowe Selectboard

Lisa Hagerty William Noyes

Morgan Nichols William Adams

Cornelius Van Dyke

UNDER SEAL OF THE TOWN, received and recorded this the day of
, 2017 at m., by:

Office of the Town Clerk



