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Chapter 4
HIGHWAYS AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS AND PUBLIC PLACES

Article 11
Transportation Construction and Improvements

The Selectboard of the Town of Stowe hereby ordains:
Section I — General Provisions

The standards listed here are considered minimum and are presented for purposes of guiding construction
and maintenance personnel. The standards listed here include three types of management practices and are
designed to: ensure the safety of the traveling public, minimize damage to road infrastructure during flood
events, and enhance water quality protections by minimizing sediment delivery to surface waters and/or
wetlands. The Selectboard reserves the right to modify the standards for a particular project, where, because
of unique physical circumstances or conditions, there is no possibility that the project can be completed in
strict conformance with these provisions. Any modifications to the standards must be done in a manner that
protects the underlying intent of the management practice, be it public safety, flood hazard avoidance, or
water quality protection. Fiscal reasons are not a basis for modification of the standards.

Section Il — Roads and related improvements

Any new road, whether or not that road is proposed to be conveyed to the town, shall be constructed
according to the minimums of these standards. if any federal and/or state funding is involved in a
project, the VTrans district office will be notified prior to any field changes taking place that would
alter the original scope of work.

a. All new or substantially reconstructed roads will have at least a 15-inch thick processed gravel
subbase, with gravel roads having the top 3 inches (minimum) as crushed gravel.

b. All roadways will be graded so water does not remain on the road surface. For roadways that are not
superelevated, this generally means a 2-4% (1/4” A per ft) crown for gravel roads and a 1-2% (1/8”
- 17,7 per ft) crown for paved roads to promote sheeting of water.

c. Proper grading techniques for gravel roadways will be used to avoid creating a ridge or berm
between the crown and the ditch.

d. Any berm along the roadway shoulder that prevents the proper sheeting of water will be removed.

Section III - Ditches and Slopes

Soil exposed during ditch and slope construction or maintenance will be treated immediately following the
operation. Priority should be given to areas vulnerable to erosion immediately adjacent to or discharging to
surface waters and/or roadway drainage facilities. The following are minimum erosion control measures:

a. Seed and mulch ditches with grades less than 2%. Use biodegradable, non-welded matting and seed
on ditches with grades between 2% and 5%. Stone line all ditches with grades greater than 5%
alternatively, install stone check dams. Dams should be comprised of a well graded stone matrix 2 to
9 inches in size. Dams should not exceed 2 feet in height and check dam crest should be at least 67
below the top of the ditch.
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b. Create parabolic (wide “U” shaped) ditches when constructing new or substantially reconstructing
ditches, rather than narrow “V” shaped ditches. Ditches with gradual side slopes (maximum 2H: 1V
ratio) and a wide bottom (at least 2 feet) are preferred.

c. Use biodegradable, non-welded matting to stabilize side-slopes where slopes are greater than 1:1;
apply seed and mulch to any raw or exposed side-slope if slopes are less than or equal to 1:1.

d. Ditches should be turned out to avoid direct outlet into surface waters. There must be adequate outlet
protection at the end of the turnout, either a structural (rock) or vegetative filtering area.

Section [V - Culverts and Bridges

a. All new driveway culverts will have a minimum diameter of 15 inches.

All new roadway culverts will have a minimum diameter of 18 inches.

c. Any culvert with a drainage area greater than 0.25 sq mi will require a hydraulic engineering study.
Culverts will be designed to convey the Q25 design storm with minimal surcharge.

d. All bridges (structures with spans greater than 6 feet) and open bottom structures will require a
hydraulic engineering study. Structures will be designed to convey the Q25 design storm and allow
for passage of ice and debris.

e. When installing or replacing culverts, use appropriate techniques such as headwalls and wingwalls,
where there is erosion or undermining or where it may occur.

f. Install a splash pad or plunge pool at the outlet of drainage culverts where there is erosion or where
erosion may occur. Splash pads and plunge pools are not appropriate for use in streams supporting
aquatic life.

&

Section V — Guardrails

When roadway, culvert, bridge, or retaining wall construction or reconstruction projects result in hazards
such as foreslopes, drop offs, or fixed obstacles within the designated clear-zone, a roadside barrier such as
guardrail shall be installed. The most current version of the AASHTO Roadside Design Guide will govern
the analysis of the hazard and the subsequent treatment of that hazard.

Section VI - Access Management

The town will have a process in place, formal or informal, to review all new drive accesses and development
roads where they intersect Town roads, as authorized under 19 V.S.A. Section 1111. Towns may reference
VTrans A-76 Standards for Town & Development Roads and B-71 Standards for Residential and
Commercial Drives.

Section VII - Training
Town highway maintenance crews will collectively attend a minimum total of 6 hours of training per year on
best road management practices. The town will keep documentation of their attendance.

Section VIII - Completion

Completion of the road must be one (1) year if it is a gravel surface or two (2) years if it is a paved surface before
it can be considered for acceptance by the town.

Section 1X - Petitions for acceptance
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Petitions for acceptance of any road as a town highway must be prepared and processed in accordance with the
provisions of Title 19, Vermont Statutes Annotated. No procedure called for in these specifications and rules
should be interpreted to prejudge the Selectboard in their independent responsibility under Title 19, Vermont
Statutes Annotated to determine if the convenience of the inhabitants and the public good require that any
highway be laid out, altered or discontinued.

Section X - Inspection

Inspection during all phases of road construction will be conducted by the road commissioner or his/her
designated agent and it shall be the responsibility of the person constructing the road to arrange a mutually
agreeable inspection schedule with the road commissioner. The inspection schedule will include an inspection of
the gravel road one (1) year after its completion and, if paving is required, an inspection of the paved road one (1)
year after its completion. Failure to provide for proper inspection may at the discretion of the Selectboard result in
no further consideration being given to acceptance of the road by the town.

Adopted by Stowe Selectboard at a duly warned public hearing the [H"\ day of M ,2011.
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